
Good Friday 2020 
 
M:  We begin this service in the name of God the Father, who sent his Son to this earth to be our 

sacrifice, and in the name of God the Son, who willingly suffered for us upon the cross so that we 
might have the hope of eternal life in heaven, and in the name of God the Holy Spirit, who 
continues to strengthen our faith through the gospel and the means of grace.   

C: Amen.  

Hymn – When I Survey the Wondrous Cross  

When I survey the wondrous cross  
On which the Prince of glory died, 
My richest gain I count but loss  
And pour contempt on all my pride. 
 
See, from his head, his hands, his feet,  
Sorrow and love flow mingled down. 
Did e’er such love and sorrow meet  
Or thorns compose so rich a crown? 
 
Were the whole realm of nature mine,  
That were a tribute fat too small; 
Love so amazing, so divine,  
Demands my soul, my life, my all. 
 

Responsive Reading 

M:  He was despised and rejected by men, a man of sorrows, and familiar with suffering.  

C:   Like one from whom men hide their faces he was despised, and we esteemed him not. 

M:  Surely he took up our infirmities and carried our sorrows, yet we considered him stricken by God, 
smitten by him, and afflicted.  

C:  But he was pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed for our iniquities; the punishment that 
brought us peace was upon him, and by his wounds we are healed.  

M:  We all, like sheep, have gone astray, each of us has turned to his own way; and the LORD has laid 
on him the iniquity of us all.  

C:   He was oppressed and afflicted, yet he did not open his mouth; He was led like a lamb to the 
slaughter, and as a sheep before her shearers is silent, so he did not open his mouth.  

M: He was assigned a grave with the wicked and with the rich in his death, though he had done no 
violence, nor was any deceit in his mouth.  

C: After the suffering of his soul, he will see the light of life and be satisfied; by his knowledge my 
righteous servant will justify many, and he will bear their iniquities.  

 



Hymn:  Lamb of God  
 

Your only Son, no sin to hide,  
But you have sent him from your side  
To walk upon this guilty sod  
And to become the Lamb of God.      
O Lamb of God, sweet Lamb of God,  
I love the holy Lamb of God!  
Oh, wash me in his precious blood,  
My Jesus Christ, the Lamb of God. 
 
Your gift of love they crucified.  
They laughed and scorned him as he died: 
The humble King they named a fraud 
And sacrificed the Lamb of God.  
O Lamb of God, sweet Lamb of God,  
I love the holy Lamb of God!  
Oh, wash me in his precious blood,  
My Jesus Christ, the Lamb of God. 
 
 

Following the last supper on Maundy Thursday Jesus took his disciples to the Garden of Gethsemane.  There 
he prayed to his Father in heaven.   Each time after praying Jesus returned to his disciples who had fallen 
asleep.    We read from Matthew 26. 

 

Jesus Arrested:  Matthew 26:45-50, 55-56   

45 Then he returned to the disciples and said to them, “Are you still sleeping and resting? Look, the hour has 
come, and the Son of Man is delivered into the hands of sinners. 46 Rise! Let us go! Here comes my betrayer!” 

47 While he was still speaking, Judas, one of the Twelve, arrived. With him was a large crowd armed with 
swords and clubs, sent from the chief priests and the elders of the people. 48 Now the betrayer had arranged 
a signal with them: “The one I kiss is the man; arrest him.” 49 Going at once to Jesus, Judas said, “Greetings, 
Rabbi!” and kissed him. 

50 Jesus replied, “Do what you came for, friend.” 

Then the men stepped forward, seized Jesus and arrested him.  

55 In that hour Jesus said to the crowd, “Am I leading a rebellion, that you have come out with swords and 
clubs to capture me? Every day I sat in the temple courts teaching, and you did not arrest me. 56 But this has 
all taken place that the writings of the prophets might be fulfilled.” Then all the disciples deserted him and 
fled. 

 
Hymn:  O Dearest Jesus  
 

O dearest Jesus what law have you broken  
That such sharp sentence should on you be spoken? 
Of what great crime have you to make confession –  
What dark transgression? 

 



The sinless Son of God must die in sadness;  
The sinful child of man may live in gladness; 
We forfeited our lives, yet are acquitted –  
God is committed. 

 

Disowned:   Luke 22:54-62  
54 Then seizing him, they led him away and took him into the house of the high priest. Peter followed at a 
distance. 55 And when some there had kindled a fire in the middle of the courtyard and had sat down 
together, Peter sat down with them. 56 A servant girl saw him seated there in the firelight. She looked closely 
at him and said, “This man was with him.” 

57 But he denied it. “Woman, I don’t know him,” he said. 

58 A little later someone else saw him and said, “You also are one of them.” 

“Man, I am not!” Peter replied. 

59 About an hour later another asserted, “Certainly this fellow was with him, for he is a Galilean.” 

60 Peter replied, “Man, I don’t know what you’re talking about!” Just as he was speaking, the rooster crowed. 
61 The Lord turned and looked straight at Peter. Then Peter remembered the word the Lord had spoken to 
him: “Before the rooster crows today, you will disown me three times.” 62 And he went outside and wept 
bitterly. 

 

Song:  Jesus, Refuge of the Weary   
 

Jesus, Refuge of the weary, blest Redeemer, whom we love,  
Fountain in life’s desert dreary, Savior from the world above,  
Oh, how oft your eyes, offended, gaze upon a sinner’s fall! 
Yet, upon the cross extended, you endured the pain of all. 
 

Dare we pass that cross unheeding, breathing no repentant vow,  
As we see you wounded, bleeding, see your thorn encircled brow? 
Since your sinless death has brought us life eternal, peace, and rest,  
Only what your grace has taught us calms the sinner’s deep distress. 
 

Jesus, may our hearts be burning with more fervent love for you! 
May our eyes be every turning to behold your cross anew,  
Till in glory, parted never from the blessed Savior’s side,  
Graven in our hearts forever, dwell the cross, the Crucified! 

 

On Trial:  Luke 22:66 – 23:24 
66 At daybreak the council of the elders of the people, both the chief priests and the teachers of the law, met 
together, and Jesus was led before them. 67 “If you are the Messiah,” they said, “tell us.” 

Jesus answered, “If I tell you, you will not believe me, 68 and if I asked you, you would not answer. 69 But from 
now on, the Son of Man will be seated at the right hand of the mighty God.” 

70 They all asked, “Are you then the Son of God?” 

He replied, “You say that I am.” 

71 Then they said, “Why do we need any more testimony? We have heard it from his own lips.” 



Then the whole assembly rose and led him off to Pilate. 2 And they began to accuse him, saying, “We have 
found this man subverting our nation. He opposes payment of taxes to Caesar and claims to be Messiah, a 
king.” 

3 So Pilate asked Jesus, “Are you the king of the Jews?” 

“You have said so,” Jesus replied. 

4 Then Pilate announced to the chief priests and the crowd, “I find no basis for a charge against this man.” 

5 But they insisted, “He stirs up the people all over Judea by his teaching. He started in Galilee and has come 
all the way here.” 

6 On hearing this, Pilate asked if the man was a Galilean. 7 When he learned that Jesus was under Herod’s 
jurisdiction, he sent him to Herod, who was also in Jerusalem at that time. 

8 When Herod saw Jesus, he was greatly pleased, because for a long time he had been wanting to see him. 
From what he had heard about him, he hoped to see him perform a sign of some sort. 9 He plied him with 
many questions, but Jesus gave him no answer. 10 The chief priests and the teachers of the law were standing 
there, vehemently accusing him. 11 Then Herod and his soldiers ridiculed and mocked him. Dressing him in an 
elegant robe, they sent him back to Pilate. 12 That day Herod and Pilate became friends—before this they had 
been enemies. 

13 Pilate called together the chief priests, the rulers and the people, 14 and said to them, “You brought me this 
man as one who was inciting the people to rebellion. I have examined him in your presence and have found 
no basis for your charges against him. 15 Neither has Herod, for he sent him back to us; as you can see, he has 
done nothing to deserve death. 16 Therefore, I will punish him and then release him.” [17] 

18 But the whole crowd shouted, “Away with this man! Release Barabbas to us!” 19 (Barabbas had been 
thrown into prison for an insurrection in the city, and for murder.) 

20 Wanting to release Jesus, Pilate appealed to them again. 21 But they kept shouting, “Crucify him! Crucify 
him!” 

22 For the third time he spoke to them: “Why? What crime has this man committed? I have found in him no 
grounds for the death penalty. Therefore I will have him punished and then release him.” 

23 But with loud shouts they insistently demanded that he be crucified, and their shouts prevailed. 24 So Pilate 
decided to grant their demand. 

 
Song:  In Pilate’s Court the Savior Stands   
 

In Pilate’s court the Savior stands, condemned by evil men. 
Accused, He utters not a word, a lamb without a sin. 
Accused, He utters not a word, a lamb without a sin. 
 

O see the man of sorrows now forsaken by His own.   
Abused, He faced the jeering crowd and bore His shame alone,  
Abused, He faced the jeering crowd and bore His shame alone. 
 

The people cried in one great voice, “Let Him be crucified!” 
They placed a crown upon His head and led Him forth to die. 
 

O dearest Lord, Thy sacred head with thorns was pierced for me 
And for my sin You gave Your life O let me live for thee. 
 

In Pilate’s court the Savior stands, the Lamb without a sin. 



Calvary’s Hill:  Luke 23:33-43  

33 When they came to the place called the Skull, they crucified him there, along with the criminals—one on his 
right, the other on his left. 34 Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they are doing.” 
And they divided up his clothes by casting lots. 

35 The people stood watching, and the rulers even sneered at him. They said, “He saved others; let him save 
himself if he is God’s Messiah, the Chosen One.” 

36 The soldiers also came up and mocked him. They offered him wine vinegar 37 and said, “If you are the king 
of the Jews, save yourself.” 

38 There was a written notice above him, which read: THIS IS THE KING OF THE JEWS. 

39 One of the criminals who hung there hurled insults at him: “Aren’t you the Messiah? Save yourself and us!” 

40 But the other criminal rebuked him. “Don’t you fear God,” he said, “since you are under the same 
sentence? 41 We are punished justly, for we are getting what our deeds deserve. But this man has done 
nothing wrong.” 

42 Then he said, “Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.[b]” 

43 Jesus answered him, “Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in paradise.” 

 

Hymn:  What Grace is This  
 

What grace is this!  My Lord and King  
Has set his face to suffering. 
My God eternal dies to bring  
Eternal life to me. 
 
What grace is this – That very God  
Would stoop to lift a cross of wood  
And walk a road of rock and blood,  
A sinner’s road, for me. 
 
What grace is this!  Though Lord of all, 
He yields to Pontius Pilate’s law  
And lets the Roman hammers draw  
A rush of blood, for me. 
 
What grace is this!  Rude agonies!   
With common thieves he hangs and bleeds 
The sinless Son bears each misdeed.   
He pays for all, for me. 

 

Sermon:  Luke 23:44-46 
 

44 It was now about noon, and darkness came over the whole land until three in the afternoon, 45 for the sun 
stopped shining. And the curtain of the temple was torn in two. 46 Jesus called out with a loud voice, “Father, 
into your hands I commit my spirit.”[c] When he had said this, he breathed his last. 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=+Luke+23%3A33-46+&version=NIV#fen-NIV-25978b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=+Luke+23%3A33-46+&version=NIV#fen-NIV-25982c


Song:  Behold the Savior of Mankind   
 

Behold the Savior of mankind nailed to the shameful tree; 
How vast the love that him inclined to bleed and die for thee! 
It is finished, the battle’s over. God’s plan is now complete.  
Precious Jesus, O my Savior, gave his life for you and me. 
 
‘Tis done; the precious ransom’s paid; “Receive my soul!” He cries. 
See where he bows his sacred head; he bows his head and dies! 
It is finished, the battle’s over. God’s plan is now complete.  
Precious Jesus, O my Savior, gave his life for you and me. 
 
But soon he’ll break death’s envious chain, and in full glory shine. 
O Lamb of God, was ever pain, was ever love, like thine? 
It is finished, the battle’s over. God’s plan is now complete.  
Precious Jesus, O my Savior, gave his life for you and me. 

 

Prayer 

M: God Most Holy, look with mercy on this your family for whom our Lord Jesus Christ was willing to 
be betrayed, be given over into the hands of the wicked, and suffer death upon the cross. Keep us 
always faithful to him, our only Savior, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
 

Blessing 

M: The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the Son, † and the Holy Spirit, bless us and keep us. 

C: Amen. 
 
 


